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Powers represented at the conference, may more conveniently be made 
by Great Britain acting in the name of all the Powers. 

The procedure for accession is very simple. The fact that the acced- 
ing Powers are placed on the same footing in every respect as the sig- 
natory Powers of course involves compliance by the former with Ar- 
ticle 65. A Power can accede only to the whole, but not merely to a 
part, of the Declaration. 

Akt. 71. The present Declaration, which bears the date of the 26th February, 
1909, may be signed in London up till the 30th June, 1909, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the Powers represented at the Naval Conference. 

As at The Hague, account has been taken of the situation of certain 
Powers the representatives of which may not be in a position to sign the 
Declaration at once, but which desire^ nevertheless, to be considered 
as signatory, and not as acceding, Powers. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that the plenipotentiaries of the Powers 
referred to in Article 71 are not necessarily those who were, as such, 
delegates at the Naval Conference. 

In faith whereof the plenipotentiaries have signed the present Declaration and have 
thereto affixed their seals. 

Done at London the twenty-sixth day of February, one thousand nine hundred 
and nine, in a single original, which shall remain deposited in the archives of the 
British Government, and of which duly certified copies shall be sent through the 
diplomatic channel to the Powers represented at the Naval Conference. 



ARBITRATION PROTOCOL BETWEEN FRANCE AND HAITI * 

Signed at Port-au-Prince, September 10, 1913 

The Governments of France and of Haiti, animated by a desire to 
maintain and improve the good relations existing between the two 
countries, have agreed to settle by arbitration the claims presented on 
this date against the Republic of Haiti for direct injuries which may 
have been caused to French citizens. 

To this end, the undersigned: M. A. Cilliere, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, and M. E. Me- 
thon, Secretary of State for Foreign Relations of Haiti, being duly au- 

1 Translated from Journal official de la Ripuhligue frangaise, October 19, 1913, 
pages 9254-5. 
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thorized by their respective governments, have concluded and signed the 
following compromis: 

Article 1 

All claims presented on this date in the name of French citizens shall 
be submitted by the Legation of France, for investigation and decision, 
to a tribunal composed of two arbitrators, one of whom shall be ap- 
pointed by the French Government and the other by the Haitian Gov- 
ernment, and of a third arbitrator, who shall be selected conjointly by 
the two governments, by a friendly legation, or by the King of the Bel- 
gians. 

The claims presented on this date by the Legation of France, in the 
name of Ottoman subjects, shall likewise be laid before the above- 
mentioned arbitral tribunal for investigation. 

Abticle 2 

The decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be final and no appeal may 
be taken therefrom. A majority vote shall constitute a decision. 

The members of the arbitral tribunal shall proceed, as a body, to 
investigate the claims. 

Article 3 

The third arbitrator shall preside over the tribunal; he shall receive 
and examine the documents which may be submitted to him by the 
high contracting parties or by the claimants; he may summon and 
examine witnesses and resort to every means of proof that he may deem 
useful. 

All the documents and pleadings submitted to the tribunal by either 
of the parties must first be communicated to the other. 

The tribunal shall render its decision in conformity with law and 
equity. It shall throw out claims concerning indirect losses or damages. 

If either of the parties believes that a claim concerns indirect losses 
or damages, the tribunal must first examine the nature of this claim and 
decide this preliminary question, giving the reasons on which the deci- 
sion is based. 

Article 4 

The tribunal must complete its work within six months at most from 
the date of its formation. It may examine and settle only such claims 
as are submitted to it within the three months following its formation. 
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It shall be considered as constituted one month after the signing of 
the present compromis. 

In case the work of the commission should be suspended as a result 
of circumstances or when the arbitrators deem it necessary for the pur- 
poses of their investigations to absent themselves, the time of such sus- 
pension or of such absence shall not be counted in the six months. 

Article 5 

The high contracting parties reserve the right to be represented before 
the tribunal, if need be, by counsel or delegates and to submit arguments. 

Article 6 

The tribunal shall fix the days and hours of its sessions and shall 
determine the method of procedure. 

The awards shall be drawn up in writing and shall be accompanied by 
the reasons on which they are based. 

Article 7 

The arbitrators shall be appointed simply by the exchange of corre- 
spondence between the Legation of France and the Department of 
Foreign Relations. 

In case any one of the arbitrators is prevented from serving, his place 
shall be filled in the same manner. 

Article 8 

Should the Haitian Government be condemned to pay damages, it 
engages, after having come to an agreement with the Legation of France 
on the manner of payment, to ask the legislative body with as little 
delay as possible for the funds required to meet the award, in case the 
amounts appropriated for the current budget are insufficient. 

Pending and until payment of the sums awarded, they shall bear 
interest at the rate of six per cent per annum from the date on which 
the award is communicated to the Haitian Government. 

In faith whereof the present protocol has been signed in duplicate by 
the undersigned, who have thereto affixed their seals. 

Port-au-Prince, 10th September, 1913. 

(Signed) Cilliere (L. S.) 
(Signed) Methon (L. S.) 



